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PRAYER FOCUS: REPENTANCE

SCRIPTURE FRAYERPSALMG1:4, 912, 147):

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love, according §o your

abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have | sinned, and done what is evil in your sigh

you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spir

me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit,

For you have no delight in sacrifice, if | were to give a burnt offering,
would not be pleased.
The sactrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and cont
O God, you will not despise.
‘ New Revised Standard Vers

+ Christian Symbol +

Hen

The hen

represents Jesusd de
those who killed prophets Go
Jerusalem, 6 mourned Jesus sh
would | have gathered your children together as a hen gathers
brood under her wings, and vy
23:37, ESV).

READING THE BIBLE IN ONE YEARA IGRC Reading Plan

The Law History Psalms Poetry Prophets Gospels Epistles
Week Of Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
08Mal7 LevZy| 1Ch#dl| Psalmd®3 Prov 1 Danieb] Johrmd3| 2 Thess
12Vial] Numdl| 1 Ch95| PsalmS3o Prov-1§ DanielZ Johro5| 1 Tim3l
1Malq Num& | 1 Chrl4| Psalml®2 Prov1 Hosd | Johm7| 1 Tind4
2éMal] Numi2| 1 Chr-l1%| Psalm-104dProv-2( HosB!| John-1® 2 Tim21]
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JOURNEYOF 10x 10

March 2017 Journey of 10 X 10 Emphasis

Are you continuing on the Journey of 10 X 10? The Journey of 10 X 10 is designed to help
you grow in the Christian faith and be able to walk closer to God in Jesus Christ. The founda-
tional scripture is John 10:t0bWS adzd &l ARX8 aL KI @S 02YS GKI G (K
0KS Fdzf t o¢

The March emphasis in the Journey of 10 X 10 is scripture reading. You are asked to read
the Bible ten minutes a day or read the book of Esther throughout March; however as you con-
tinue the Journey of 10 X 10 you are urged to keep up the practice of scripture reading. There
are many different Bible reading plans, such as reading the entire Bible in a year, starting from
Genesis through Revelation, or other variations reading the entire Bible in a year.

2SS ySSR (2 3SG AylG2 (GKS KFIoAG 2F NBIFRAYy3|] aoNn
the Bible at the same time every day helps us get into the habit. What time should that be? In
the morning? At night? Again, it depends upon the individual. Choose a time when you are

I £ SNI @ {2YS LIS2LX S INB yAIKiIEG LIS2L}X So cdzi F2 NJ
'S ta2 ogNARGSas awS3dzZ NI YSIfa FNBE ySOSah!l NE
S Yre YAaAaa | YSrfz odzi S OFyQild R2 GKIG G223 27

D2RQa 22NR AT ¢S INB (2 0S02YS ALANRGdzZ tt& Q4N
ent to God. Then we grow lax in spiritual things, and we make ourselves vulnerable to tempta-
GA2Y | YR &aA yPeaétical Chiistiditil 8% TyRddlB Mouse, Wheaton, L)

Eugene Peterson, who gave the paraphrased version of the Bible, The Message, tells us
GKFG ¢S KIFI@gS (2 tAadSy (2 6KIFI0G D2R Aa aleéeayd (2
tual life is to come before God who is alive, who becomes present to us in his Word, and who by
YSIhya 2F GKFd 22NR ONBIFIGSa FyR NBRSSYaod 2S5 R2YyQ
will in us.

G¢KS . A0fS Aa D2RQa 22NRI (GKS 22NR KS Aa| aLls
Bible with reverence, submission, and attentiveness. Instead of looking at Scripture, we need to

GdzNy 2dzNJ SéSa FyR SIFENARA FyR fAaGSy G2 { ONXR LI §z2NEB ¢

Take time and make it a habit to read the Bible daily as you continue on the Journey of
10 X 10.




TUESDAY CLASS

2017 Lenten and Podtenten Bible studies g=
ADAM HAMILTON

During the Lenten seasdreginning Tuesday, March 7, we will exal e

For more information, please contact Pastor Dean.
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AYyS GKS flFad Hn K2dz2NBR 2F WSadzaQ ffIATS o
and video 24 Hours that Changed the Worlddam Hamilton writes in his

AYUNRRdAzOGA2Y (G2 GKS 062212 G¢KS IE (A& 022
stand the events that occurred during the last twerfy2 dzNJ K 2 dzN.A A Q
fATSE aSS Y2NB Of SINIfeée GKS (KS2f L AIYATA
death, and reflect upon the meaning of this event for your life. To do this = {

will look at the geographical and historical setting of the events of that fateful day, reflect thep-
f23A01ffte 2y WSadzaQ RSFGKT YR dzZ GAYIFGSEHZT 22
NS fA1S tAfFdS 2Nt SGSNE WdzRIF &4 2N W2KyYy ®¢ ¢ K S

LYYSRAIFIGSte@e F2ft26Ay3 GKAA addzRe 2y ! IONRE H
F2dzyR Ay W2KyQa D2allSt ThelGoidWeCanKnp@rkiehd2Rob R 0 2 2
Cdzljdzt @2 LI ad2N) 2F {Gd [dz21SQa | al/ Ay LYRAINYLE LR

Both video studies include scenes on location in Israel.

The Tuesday morning Bible studies starts at 10:45 a.m.

PASTORG CLASS

Beginning Sunday, March 5,thel & (1 2 N & { dzy Wil & ki "I aa
study the book and vided{e Chose the Nails: What God Did to Win Your [.UC \})() B
Heart,by Max Lucado. The back cover of the book gives us this aim of
atdzRey aalE [dzOFR2 SELX 2NBa GKS g fda K
crucifixion. These include not only the gift of the cross but also the gift ¢ '
the thorns that pierced his brow. The nails that tore his flesh. The seam Il ]l l:)\ E {
robe that he removed for us. The empty tomb where he forever defeate (:l T\?/\l L

1¢
sin and death. é}

G¢KS KAff 2F GKS ONRPaa A& NAOK gAGK GHS 3IAT
IAFGa KS RARY QU KIFI@S G2 3IAPSd ¢KS 2yfe NBJI dzia NF
yet God did so much more. So, as we unwrap these gifts, we need to pause and listen for hjis
@21 0So l'a ¢S R23X LISNKILBA ¢S oAff KSIEN KAY GKA

¢CKS tFad2NRa {dzyRI& {OK22ft /ftlaa Aa |d yYnp
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FUMC MissSION UPDATE

The mission team is collecting stickers and pencils to send to Connie Wieck our missionary in Ching.

Received a letter from Love Packages in Butler, IL and they sent 1,202 tons of literature overseas if
2016. They had 2,326 volunteers last year and many more collecting material. In the last ten years fhey
KIS AKALIISR mMuZannn G2ya 2F fAGSNI Gdz2NBo ¢ KI (|Qa
another trip there in April or May to help out. Also they can always use gifts of money to help with tije
cost of shipping. Please help out in anyway you can. They also just opened an operation in Decatuf, AL.

Missions continues to collect Bibles and shoes for the Waterman well project. Totes for all these coflec-
tions are in the old library room.

MARTHA CIRCLE

Martha Circle started the new year off with 12 members in January. Progr N € ME &

were made and secret sisters names were exchanged. We send cards an <, 2
for our secret sisters all through the year and in December exchange pres €. .7
st N \ z
and reveal who they were. of { 1= |
Dala Lawrence gave the program or | ‘=-\_, ‘\><"-/( 2 jon

even made little purses for each of us and scriptures to put in them to hely
each day. Shirley Rainey gave devotions and delicious refreshments were

served by Sherry White and Phyllis Rahm.

In February we met on the"8and sent out 28 valentines to members and nonmembers who cannot
get out often or who needed a little encouragement and love. Sharon Beals gave the program whic
was of course on love and she gave each of us a bag of candy hearts with sayings on them. We W{re to
take them and look up scripture pertaining to love and the sayings. Kathleen Guthrie gave devotion

and we enjoyed scrumptious refreshments served by Kathy Beckemeyer and Melinda Hustedde.

We will meet in March on the Bat 6:30 p.min the fellowship hall. Everyone will bring an appetizer
and we will eat first. Sharon King and Judy Conrad serve as hostesses. Sharon King will give the pjo-

gram and Sherry White the devotions.

All women of the church are invited to attend any and all of our meetings.

In April we will start holding our meetings in the daytimela®0 p.mthe first Monday of each month
so those that cannot get out at night can join us. We do not meet June through August.

We have a good time together and no one is asked to do anything they do not want to do. Please jq
us for fellowship.

in

FUNSEEKERS TRIP TO PRESIDENTIAL MUSEUM IN SPRINGFIELD

On Tuesday March 7th we will be meeting at the church at 8:00 AM to carpool to Springfield. We will
be visiting the Presidential Library and Museum. We will eat lunch together at Subway while there.
We are expecting to return to the e church by 4:30 or 5:00 that afternoon. Anyone and everyone ig
invited. If you are able we will need some people to drive. Hoping we have a great turnout and thaf

the weather cooperates.
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VALENTINE DAY DINNER

hy CSOoNXzt NB mMmMX wamt G cYnn ta | zFfSyufkySQa
were 14 couples in attendance plus 6 kitchen helpers. Music was provided by Joyce Cranfqrd.
The menu consisted of salad, lasagna, garlic toast, cookies, ice cream, coffee, tea and watgr.

We played a Valentine Trivia game,
G2AYyS>S [2aS3T 2NJ
and gave out door prizes.

Everyone had a good time.
Those who were not in attendance
missed out on great fellowship.

Would like to thank all the kitchen helpers:
Kathleen Guthrie, Judy Conrad, Marge Bretz, Joyce Cranford, and Sharon King.
Without their help the dinner would not have been a success.

| would also like to give an extra thank you to
John White, Ralph Geest, and Dennis Buchele
for washing dishes.

Dala Lawrence
FunSeekers
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Trom
Sustors

| invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church,
to the observance of a holy Lent,
by self-examination and repentance;
by prayer, fasting and self-denial; and
by reading and meditating on Godds| hol

--Book of Common Prayer

Here we are, in the beginning of the Lenten season, which begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 1. This forty-day period (excluding Sundays) is a time in which the Church remembers
|l srael 6s 40 year wandering in the desert, Mo s es b
days of fasting in the wilderness in preparation for his earthly ministry. It is a time for us to
examine ourselves as we prepare for the celebration of Easter.

The word Alentd comes from a Germanic worfd f
considered as a time for spiritual spring cleaning and taking a spiritual inventory and seeing
what things in our life hinders our relationship to Jesus and try to get rid of them by practicing
spiritual disciplines such as fasting, prayer, scripture reading, being with other Christians, and
SO on. (l1'tdéds basically the difstouwdnmeysovhiehl @f ¥ 1
began at the end of January and continues through November of this year.)

Here are a few tasks we can do as we participate in the Lenten disciplines, disciplines
we are doing in the AJourney of 10 X 100:

First, fasting: Usually it is in the context of giving up a meal or two a day or a week. We
usually think of Catholics giving up meat on Fridays. However, if not a meal, we are urged to
give something up for Lent, which in itself is a form of fasting. Some people choose to give up
sins (such as gossip, drunkenness, etc.) for Lent. It is a time to overcome evil. Some give up
hobbies for a while or habits in a way to obtain greater self-discipline. | know of some
individuals who give up looking at Face Book during Lent. When we fast such as from certain
foods, it is not about a diet, but fasting should be done for the glory of God.

Second, prayer. Lent is a good time to develop a discipline of daily prayer. There are
di fferent kinds of ways to pray and examples|] of
guideline t o pray. Or use t hoeAdomatmm, dConfBsa8idh,T S ( t
Thanksgiving, Supplication. Use the prayer list in the Sunday bulletin as a guide. The Psalms
can be used in prayer. And so on.
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Third, Almsgiving or Charity: Lent is about giving something up, or fasting. It is also
about doing something positive in its place. For example, if you fast a meal, use the money you
would spend on the meal for the poor or a good cause. Or if you fast a meal, use that time that
you would have spent on the meal to do something good for someone. You can volunteer at
the Matthew 25 food distribution or help someone as a way of doing charity. As someone
remar ked, ARnThe best way to remove vice is tojculti
up a sin by doing good.

Fourth, Scripture Reading: Jesus used scripture when he was confronted by the Devil in
the desert. There is a lot of biblical illiteracy even in the church, so we need to read the Bible.
Scripture is spiritual nourishment. There are a lot of different helps in scripture reading, such as
various ways to read the Bible in a yearbe t}j me.
Upper Room for a daily scripture reading as well as a meditation to help you spiritually. This
mont hds e mp hlausneysof 10 X 10tishreading the Bibled read the Bible at least 10
minutes a day.

The following list is called Advice for a Holy Lent, which | found on the Internet:

Do an examination of your conscience. Ask two questions: What leads me toward God?
What leads me away from God? Use the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes as a
guide.

Confess your sins before God.

Think about the list of things that lead you away from God. Pick one to abstain from,
preferably a small one, before you start on a bigger one.

Think about the things that lead you to God. Pick one to increase during Lent, usually a
small one before trying a larger one.

Exchange one for the other. A couple of examples: If you are distracted by using the
computer a lot, and one of the good things is ministering to lonely people. Then spend
the time you would use on the computer to visit someone. Or, if you are fasting from
drinking soda, then use the money you would have spent on soda for an offering.

Break it on Sundays. Break your fasting without shame, splurge in thankfulness. Sunday
is a day to break your fast and a day to clel ebr

Do not tell anyone about it. This is a time to allow God to change your heartd If you tell
anyone, tell it to a mentor or friend who will hold you accountable.

May you have a blessed Lenten season.
In Christ,

Pastor Dean




Words from the Heart

Connie Wieck

Newsletter

Dear Friends in Christ,
*F%z (ping-ahn), Peace! Once again, it's time for a

ies o ol

JANUARY 2017

[

!

~ Live in harmony

with one another.
Do not be

- haughty, but

- associate with

- the lowly. Never

No working elevators.

- be wise in your No Internet. No hot wa- Peace Corp volunteers
own sight. ter. No connected wash- quit so Jackie Zubin, the

ing machine. No gas for remaining PC volunteer,

Romans 12:16 cooking. and I took up his course
While the student load as well as our own.

dorms, classrooms and With more lessons to

departmental offices had
everything ready that first
week of school, the teach-
ers’ housing building (the
last to go up) was not yet
in full work-
ing order.

newsletter from your Amity Foundation English language teacher
here in China. (As a reminder, my placement as an educator is
through the Amity Foundation, which is a United Methodist
Advance Special and our partner organization in China.)

The move to the new college campus, atthe outskirts of Luzhou (loo-
joe) city in China’s Sichuan Province, brought with it many changes. New
area of the metropolis to explore, new school buildings, modernized student
dorms, greatly improved classrooms with state-of-the-art equipment and an
11-story faculty housing complex with 66 apartment units.

The last mentioned has me finally settled into my 9th floor apartment
overlooking a small river, terraced farmland and a distant railway line that
carries cargo during the midnight hours. It's not the Yangtze River, which
was my balcony view before, but it proves to be just as pleasant.

A Rocky Beginning on the New Campus

One of the school’s

prepare, more students
to teach, and housing
inconveniences to deal

The new campus: Library (circular ’
with, it seemed as if| building) with my 11-story apartment
we'd never get settled building to the far left.

in. A/

every-

Eventually,

Yes, it thing fell into place and |
was definitely October had me confi-
a rough two dent enough to invite my
months of students over for open
dealing with- house visits. Usually, I
out on the do these only for Christ-
new campus. mas but with a new
Added to home, I couldn't resist
i ; 1that, my the temptation to show it
The new badmmto'n courts and sports teaching off for autumn as well. The new student dormitories, now with
field (distance) hours in- hot water and air-conditioning.
creased.
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Because my faculty apart-
~ §E ment is
much big-
ger than
my previ-
L ous one, it
lgave me a
| wonderful
space to
entertain .
E ach
class, from
40 to 50
students,
was divid-
ed into
groups to
visit  my
home.
For two
weeks, my
college
freshmen,
sophomores and seniors ex-
citedly whizzed through my
open door to play table-top
.games, take countless pho-

My Christmas as a choir
member of the Luzhou
Protestant Church was once
again a fulfilling one. The
weeks of practices, then 3
days of evening rehearsals
along with all our other
church performers, certainly
paid off.

Our 2-hour evening pro-
gram is always given twice:
December
23rd for
the Chris-
tian com-
munity and
December
24th for the
non -
religious,
curious
public. Be-
cause the
church is
small, we
have 2 sep-
arate nights
"to accom-

Closing off our Christmas evening with
hugs and “ #5Z/% (shun - I - nee,
God Loves You)!”

tos and write housewarming
wishes to me which were
then taped to my balcony’s
sliding doors.  The festive,
colorful notes were full of
sweet sentiments but the fol-
low-up essay assignment
about their visits was truly
touching. Here are a few
excerpts:

“A few days ago, you in-
vited us to your new home.
I'm very excited on the way
to the door. When I came in,
I saw your tables filled with
candy and toys. Some games
I have not played for a long
time. They bring me a taste
of childhood. My heart felt
very touched. You are so
enthusiastic and lively. Thank
you for the things you have
done for us.” (Zhang Qixia —
Amy)

"On your home's window,
there are many cards from
many different students. I

Christmas at the Luzhou Protestant Church

modate the standing-room-
only crowds, usually around
800 each evening. We had a
short worship with hymns, a
message and prayers fol-
lowed by liturgical dancing,
Bible story re-enactments,
and numerous anthems by
our 4 different choirs
(women's, mixed, retired folks
and the children’s Sunday
school classes). This year,
Pastors Liao and Zhang (a
couple) and young Pastor
Zhao closed the night with
words of God’s great, encom-
passing love. As a church-
favorite praise song engulfed
the sanctuary, we turned to
one another, hugging or
clasping hands while saying,
“#ENR  (shun — I - nee,
God Loves You)!"

For the non-Christian at-
tendees on Christmas Eve,
such  Christian gestures of
faith were new and strange to
them. Pastor Liao instructed

also added my card, ‘May you
have easy life and good
health every day.” 1 really
think this idea is very good.
Every day’s morning, you can
see these wishes from us.
These cards can bring you
comfort and  happi-
ness.” (Zhang Ying- Edith)

“In your home, classmates
are relaxed and happy. You
are considerate because you
prepare many interesting toys
and show us how to play. Our
laughter fills the room.” (Li
Juan - Sharon)

And my all-time favorite,
from sophomore Zhang Ying
(Jessica) who wrote: “Connie
is a caring person. There's
full of love in her home.
Sometimes, I think Connie
looks alone but now I think
Connie will not feel alone for-
ever because love exists in
her heart.”

the choir members to quickly
circulate among those who
came to relieve their awk-
wardness when we passed
God's love. As I grasped hesi-
tant hands, I also added my
“shun — I — nee!” to our sur-
prised newcomers. Many
were so moved by our heart-
felt words and sincerity that
they had tears in their eyes.

I have spoken to many
Chinese Christians concerning
their first introduction to
Christianity. Some mention
friends or relatives. Others
relate chance encounters
passing by a church and be-
ing drawn into worship by the
singing, the prayers or a pas-
tor's message wafting
through open windows.

I'm certain our Christmas
Eve Service and “shun - I -
nee!” will one day be retold
as someone’s spiritual awak-
ening, the moment Christ
entered and led him or her to
become a Christian.

Page 9
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It was Christmas day. I
had just finished a 3-hour
church service which included
47 adult baptisms and com-
munion when my cell phone
dinged that a voice message

had been received. The
sender was none other than
my former student from

2004, Ding Yanbing (Diana),
an English Education and
accounting major. I hadn't
had contact with her in years!
Suddenly, here she was, in
full voice.

"So long I have not used
my English,” Diana said. "I
want to tell you I had a won-
derful Saturday and Sunday in
the church with other Chris-
tians. It was the first time for
me to take part in the Christ-
mas activities. There were
many great performances. I
joined the chorus to praise
God. About 1,500 to 1,600
people (almost all Christians)
came to our church in
Meishan. Thanks to God! He
loves me so much. And I am
an accountant of this church.
All the incomes and payments
we will announce to everyone
at the beginning of the
month. I forgot to tell you I
began to believe in God in
June of last year and I was

“Away in a
Manger” is sung
by choir members
as all come to
adore baby Jesus.

baptized on December 4. It's
very wonderful so I really feel
very, very good to become a
Christian.”

Her words brought back
so many memories of our
talks together in my home:
why I became an Amity
teacher and how my religious
beliefs had impacted my life.
I constantly urged Diana to
find a church after graduation
in her hometown, explore
this faith with Chinese Chris-
tians and join in the church
community. Diana obviously
took this to heart.

I will also share that Di-
ana was abandoned along
the roadside as a baby due to
a noticeable blind eye. The
mother’s nutritional deficien-
cies had led to the baby's
loss of eyesight. Diana was
then adopted by a 50-year-
old single farmer whose par-
ents helped him raise the
little girl. Her adoptive father
was so poor that after years
of saving, he could only af-
ford one college semester,
2,200 yuan ($350). Fortu-
nately, he found a benefactor
who was willing to pay for all
of Diana’s schooling but she
had to switch her major to
accounting. The gentleman

1 Our Luzhou Church Christmas Celebrations

In the Garden of
Eden, Eve is ready
to bite the apple as
the gleeful Serpent
looks on.

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

The church
sanctuary, two
hours before
Christmas services

A Christmas Surprise: A Former Student’s Greetings

wanted her to later work in
his car dealership as
an accountant in re-
payment for her edu-
cation. Diana agreed
but her love of English
held strong. She
asked permission to
have a double major,
thus she could contin-
ue with my English 3

classes. '
Since she left
school, she shared

that she has received
numerous promotions
and pay raises, mar-
ried a wonderful
young man and has a
little girl. Her rising
financial status helps |
her care for her dad, ’
now in his 80s, who is in s
poor health. And now she
has become a Christian!

I can see God's hand in
all of this, guiding so many
generous, giving people into
the life of this once aban-
doned child. She, in return,
has given back to others,
including her new church
where she attends and vol-
unteers as financial overse-
er. What an amazing story.
In Diana’s words, “Thanks
to God!”

Ding Yanbing (Diana)

The retired
women’s choir
sing while posing
and gazing at Jesus
in the distance.

begin.
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