
SCRIPTURE & PRAYER (PSALM 51:1-4, 9-12, 16-17):   

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that 

you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.  
. . . 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from 

me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.  
. . .  

For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you 
would not be pleased. 

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, you will not despise.  

 N͑ew Revised Standard Version 

PRAYER FOCUS: REPENTANCE 
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 March 2017  

  

  

  The Law  History  Psalms  Poetry  Prophets  Gospels  Epistles  

Week Of  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday  

05-Mar-17 Lev 25-27 1 Chr 1-4 Psalm 93-95 Prov 16 Daniel 1-6 John 3-4 2 Thess 

12-Mar-17 Num 1-4 1 Chr 5-9 Psalm 96-98 Prov 17-18 Daniel 7-12 John 5-6 1 Tim 1-3 

19-Mar-17 Num 5-8 1 Chr 10-14 Psalm 99-102 Prov 19 Hos 1-7 John 7-9 1 Tim 4-6 

26-Mar-17 Num 9-12 1 Chr 15-19 Psalm 103-104 Prov 20-21 Hos 8-14 John 10-12 2 Tim 1-2 

  

  

Hen   
 

The hen represents Jesusõ deep care and compassion even for 

those who killed prophets God had sent to them. òO Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem,ó mourned Jesus shortly before his death. òHow often 

would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her 

brood under her wings, and you were not willing!ó (Matthew 

23:37, ESV).   

+ Christian Symbol +  

READING  THE  BIBLE  IN  ONE YEARñIGRC Reading Plan 

Volume 9, Issue 2  
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JOURNEY OF 10 X 10 

March 2017 Journey of 10 X 10 Emphasis 

Are you continuing on the Journey of 10 X 10?  The Journey of 10 X 10 is designed to help 

you grow in the Christian faith and be able to walk closer to God in Jesus Christ.  The founda-

tional scripture is John 10:10τώWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣϐ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭΦέ 

The March emphasis in the Journey of 10 X 10 is scripture reading.  You are asked to read 

the Bible ten minutes a day or read the book of Esther throughout March; however as you con-

tinue the Journey of 10 X 10 you are urged to keep up the practice of scripture reading.  There 

are many different Bible reading plans, such as reading the entire Bible in a year, starting from 

Genesis through Revelation, or other variations reading the entire Bible in a year. 

²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŘŀƛƭȅΦ  WŀƳŜǎ .ƻƛŎŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά{ǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ 

the Bible at the same time every day helps us get into the habit.  What time should that be?  In 

the morning?  At night?  Again, it depends upon the individual.  Choose a time when you are 

ŀƭŜǊǘΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  Φ Φ Φ ά 

IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άwŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭŜǊǘΦ  hƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ 

ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ 

DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ .ƛōƭŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊπ

ent to God.  Then we grow lax in spiritual things, and we make ourselves vulnerable to tempta-

ǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴΦέ  όǉǳƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Practical Christianity, 1987: Tyndale House, Wheaton, IL) 

Eugene Peterson, who gave the paraphrased version of the Bible, The Message, tells us 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΥ  ά¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛπ

tual life is to come before God who is alive, who becomes present to us in his Word, and who by 

ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƻǊŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘŜŜƳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΤ DƻŘ ǳǎŜǎ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙƛǎ 

will in us. 

ά¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ Φ Φ Φ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Bible with reverence, submission, and attentiveness.  Instead of looking at Scripture, we need to 

ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜέ όƛōƛŘΦύΦ 

 Take time and make it a habit to read the Bible daily as you continue on the Journey of 

10 X 10. 
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2017 Lenten and Post-Lenten Bible studies 

 During the Lenten season beginning Tuesday, March 7, we will exam-

ƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ !ŘŀƳ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ  ōƻƻƪ 

and video, 24 Hours that Changed the World.  Adam Hamilton writes in his 

ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊπ

stand the events that occurred during the last twenty-ŦƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

ƭƛŦŜΣ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

death, and reflect upon the meaning of this event for your life. To do this, we 

will look at the geographical and historical setting of the events of that fateful day; reflect theo-

ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΤ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ 

ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ tƛƭŀǘŜ ƻǊ tŜǘŜǊΣ WǳŘŀǎ ƻǊ WƻƘƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ϷмлΦллΦ 

 LƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нр ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άL ŀƳέ ǎŀȅƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 

ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ  ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ The God We Can Know, written by Rob 

CǳǉǳŀȅΣ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ¦a/ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎΦ 

 Both video studies include scenes on location in Israel. 

 The Tuesday morning Bible studies starts at 10:45 a.m. 

TUESDAY CLASS 

 Beginning Sunday, March 5, the tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƭŀǎǎ will 

study the book and video, He Chose the Nails: What God Did to Win Your 

Heart, by Max Lucado.  The back cover of the book gives us this aim of the 

ǎǘǳŘȅΥ  άaŀȄ [ǳŎŀŘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ 

crucifixion.  These include not only the gift of the cross but also the gift of 

the thorns that pierced his brow. The nails that tore his flesh.  The seamless 

robe that he removed for us.  The empty tomb where he forever defeated 

sin and death. 

 ά¢ƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛǎ ǊƛŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜ Ŝ 

ƎƛŦǘǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻŘΣ 

yet God did so much more.  So, as we unwrap these gifts, we need to pause and listen for his 

ǾƻƛŎŜΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ŘƻΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊΣ ΨL ŘƛŘ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦΩέ 

 ¢ƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ŀǘ уΥпр ŀΦƳΦ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΦ 

 For more information, please contact Pastor Dean. 

PASTORõS CLASS 
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FUMC MISSION UPDATE 

The mission team is collecting stickers and pencils to send to Connie Wieck our missionary in China.  

Received a letter from Love Packages in Butler, IL and they sent 1,202 tons of literature overseas in 
2016. They had 2,326 volunteers last year and many more collecting material. In the last ten years they 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ мнΣллл ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ плл aL[[Lhb ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
another trip there in April or May to help out. Also they can always use gifts of money to help with the 
cost of shipping. Please help out in anyway you can. They also just opened an operation in Decatur, AL.  

Missions continues to collect Bibles and shoes for the Waterman well project. Totes for all these collec-
tions are in the old library room. 

MARTHA CIRCLE 

Martha Circle started the new year off with 12 members in January. Programs 

were made and secret sisters names were exchanged. We send cards and pray 

for our secret sisters all through the year and in December exchange presents 

and reveal who they were.  

Dala Lawrence gave the program on January 2 on Whatõs In Your Purse. She 

even made little purses for each of us and scriptures to put in them to help us 

each day. Shirley Rainey gave devotions and delicious refreshments were 

served by Sherry White and Phyllis Rahm.   

In February we met on the 6th and sent out 28 valentines to members and nonmembers who cannot 

get out often or who needed a little encouragement and love. Sharon Beals gave the program which 

was of course on love and she gave each of us a bag of candy hearts with sayings on them. We were to 

take them and look up scripture pertaining to love and the sayings. Kathleen Guthrie gave devotions 

and we enjoyed scrumptious refreshments served by Kathy Beckemeyer and Melinda Hustedde.  

We will meet in March on the 6th at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Everyone will bring an appetizer 

and we will eat first. Sharon King and Judy Conrad serve as hostesses. Sharon King will give the pro-

gram and Sherry White the devotions.  

All women of the church are invited to attend any and all of our meetings. 

In April we will start holding our meetings in the daytime at 1:00 p.m. the first Monday of each month 

so those that cannot get out at night can join us. We do not meet June through August.  

We have a good time together and no one is asked to do anything they do not want to do. Please join 

us for fellowship. 

On Tuesday March 7th we will be meeting at the church at 8:00 AM to carpool to Springfield.  We will 

be visiting the Presidential Library and Museum.  We will eat lunch together at Subway while there.  

We are expecting to return to the  e church by 4:30 or 5:00 that afternoon.  Anyone and everyone is 

invited.  If you are able we will need some people to drive.  Hoping we have a great turnout and that 

the weather cooperates.  

FUNSEEKERS TRIP TO PRESIDENTIAL  MUSEUM IN SPRINGFIELD 
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VALENTINE  DAY DINNER 

hƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ммΣ нлмт ŀǘ сΥлл ta ŀ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Cǳƴ{ŜŜƪŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
were 14 couples in attendance plus 6 kitchen helpers. Music was provided by Joyce Cranford. 
The menu consisted of salad, lasagna, garlic toast, cookies, ice cream, coffee, tea and water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We played a Valentine Trivia game,  
ά²ƛƴΣ [ƻǎŜΣ ƻǊ 5Ǌŀǿέ  

and gave out door prizes. 

Everyone had a good time.  
Those who were not in attendance  

missed out on great fellowship. 

 

Would like to thank all the kitchen helpers:  
Kathleen Guthrie, Judy Conrad, Marge Bretz, Joyce Cranford, and Sharon King.  

Without their help the dinner would not have been a success.  
 

I would also like to give an extra thank you to  
John White, Ralph Geest, and Dennis Buchele  

for washing dishes. 
       

      
   Dala Lawrence  
   FunSeekers 
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I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, 

to the observance of a holy Lent, 

by self-examination and repentance; 

by prayer, fasting and self-denial; and 

by reading and meditating on Godôs holy Word. 

                                 --Book of Common Prayer 

  

Here we are, in the beginning of the Lenten season, which begins on Ash Wednesday, 

March 1. This forty-day period (excluding Sundays) is a time in which the Church remembers 

Israelôs 40 year wandering in the desert, Mosesô 40 days on Mt. Sinai with God, and Jesusô 40 

days of fasting in the wilderness in preparation for his earthly ministry. It is a time for us to 

examine ourselves as we prepare for the celebration of Easter. 

 The word ñlentò comes from a Germanic word for springtime.  Therefore, Lent can be 

considered as a time for spiritual spring cleaning and taking a spiritual inventory and seeing 

what things in our life hinders our relationship to Jesus and try to get rid of them by practicing 

spiritual disciplines such as fasting, prayer, scripture reading, being with other Christians, and 

so on.  (Itôs basically the disciplines we are doing as we follow the ñJourney of 10 X 10ò which 

began at the end of January and continues through November of this year.) 

 Here are a few tasks we can do as we participate in the Lenten disciplines, disciplines 

we are doing in the ñJourney of 10 X 10ò: 

 First, fasting: Usually it is in the context of giving up a meal or two a day or a week.  We 

usually think of Catholics giving up meat on Fridays.  However, if not a meal, we are urged to 

give something up for Lent, which in itself is a form of fasting.  Some people choose to give up 

sins (such as gossip, drunkenness, etc.) for Lent.  It is a time to overcome evil.  Some give up 

hobbies for a while or habits in a way to obtain greater self-discipline.  I know of some 

individuals who give up looking at Face Book during Lent.  When we fast such as from certain 

foods, it is not about a diet, but fasting should be done for the glory of God. 

 Second, prayer.  Lent is a good time to develop a discipline of daily prayer.  There are 

different kinds of ways to pray and examples of prayer. You can use the Lordôs prayer as a 

guideline to pray.  Or use the word ñACTSò to use in prayerðAdoration, Confession, 

Thanksgiving, Supplication. Use the prayer list in the Sunday bulletin as a guide.  The Psalms 

can be used in prayer.  And so on.  

Words from the Heart  
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 Third, Almsgiving or Charity: Lent is about giving something up, or fasting.  It is also 

about doing something positive in its place.  For example, if you fast a meal, use the money you 

would spend on the meal for the poor or a good cause.  Or if you fast a meal, use that time that 

you would have spent on the meal to do something good for someone.  You can volunteer at 

the Matthew 25 food distribution or help someone as a way of doing charity.  As someone 

remarked, ñThe best way to remove vice is to cultivate virtue.ò  In other words, you would give 

up a sin by doing good. 

 Fourth, Scripture Reading: Jesus used scripture when he was confronted by the Devil in 

the desert.  There is a lot of biblical illiteracy even in the church, so we need to read the Bible. 

Scripture is spiritual nourishment.  There are a lot of different helps in scripture reading, such as 

various ways to read the Bible in a yearôs time. Similarly, you can read a devotional like The 

Upper Room for a daily scripture reading as well as a meditation to help you spiritually.  This 

monthôs emphasis in the Journey of 10 X 10 is reading the Bibleðread the Bible at least 10 

minutes a day. 

 The following list is called Advice for a Holy Lent, which I found on the Internet: 

Do an examination of your conscience.  Ask two questions:  What leads me toward God?  

What leads me away from God?  Use the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes as a 

guide. 

Confess your sins before God. 

Think about the list of things that lead you away from God. Pick one to abstain from, 

preferably a small one, before you start on a bigger one. 

Think about the things that lead you to God. Pick one to increase during Lent, usually a 

small one before trying a larger one. 

Exchange one for the other. A couple of examples:  If you are distracted by using the 

computer a lot, and one of the good things is ministering to lonely people.  Then spend 

the time you would use on the computer to visit someone.  Or, if you are fasting from 

drinking soda, then use the money you would have spent on soda for an offering. 

Break it on Sundays. Break your fasting without shame, splurge in thankfulness.  Sunday 

is a day to break your fast and a day to celebrate our Lordôs love and grace. 

Do not tell anyone about it. This is a time to allow God to change your heartðIf you tell 

anyone, tell it to a mentor or friend who will hold you accountable. 

May you have a blessed Lenten season. 

In Christ,   

Pastor Dean 
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