
LESSONS FROM THE WORD ð BY PASTOR STEVE 

Romans 12:9 -10  

I love Paulõs words here as he reminds all Christians what we are 
called to be. In just two verses, Paul speaks of three different types of 

love; agape, philostorge, and Philadelphia. Sometimes, we get a bit 
wrapped up in the business of the church or the òbusy-nessó of our 

lives and lose sight of the core of the Bibleõs message; love. 

In Paulõs message, he outlines the òmarks of the true Christian.ó And 

this is where our understanding of the ancient Greek comes into 
playé In verse 9, Paul writes: òLet love be genuine; hate what is evil, 

hold fast to what is good;ó The word òloveó found here is agape, which 
is understood as òa strong affection and regard for a person and their 

good as understood by Godõs moral character.ó Love others with per-
fect love out of a sense of genuine concern for others. Love your 

neighbor as yourselfé 

Paul then mentions we are to òloveó one another with òmutual affec-

tion.ó Mutual affection is translated from the Greek and is under-
stood as a brotherly loveéthe word here is òPhiladelphiaó and is 

where we get the name for òthe City of Brotherly Love.ó This type of 
love brings to mind the affection one ought to have with a sibling and 

is especially appropriate in light of our belonging to Godõs familyéwe 
are in fact brothers and sisters in Christ and regardless of differ-

ences, our love for each other should shine through.  

Lastly, Paul uses a word that only appears once in the entire New 

Testament; philostorgos. This word translates as òloving dearly or be-
ing devotedó and is understood as the love held between a husband 

and wife, mother and child, or father and son. The reason we only 
see this particular Greek word once, is that Paul created a new word 

that didnõt exist before. So strong was this message of love that the 
existing language couldnõt convey what was on the discipleõs heart. 

What does this message mean for us? We are to be completely de-
voted to God and to be transformed in our thinking, so the will of 

God becomes a reality in our lives. If we hang on these verses and 
internalize theméif we truly believe in what weõre being told, the love 

of God will transform our lives and help us to love others, both God 
and neighbor, more perfectly than we might imagine. When we love 

like that, imagine what we might be able to do in our homes, commu-
nities, and world!  
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Did you ever want to study the Bible but didnõt know how? Have you ever read a passage 

and said, òwhat does that mean?ó If so, the Carlyle United Methodist Church would like to 
invite you to attend a Wednesday night Bible Study, open to the community, and led by 

Pastor Steve. Open to anyone, regardless of how much of the Bible youõve read or under-
stand, weõll spend time discussing each weekõs reading while we learn how to interpret pas-

sages and ask questions. There is no cost although it is encouraged that each person brings 
their own Bible. If you have younger children, feel free to bring them as well; a special class 

will be held for our kids!  
  

What: Community Bible Study  
Where: Carlyle United Methodist Church (751 Franklin St.)  

When: Every Wednesday night,  5:45pm ð 7:00pm  
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WEDNESDAY EVENING  BIBLE  STUDY ð BY PASTOR STEVE 
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION ð BY PASTOR STEVE 

Sharon King and the òkitchen crewó are in the spotlight this month for their unwavering 

support of the church in all things that involve òfellowship.ó In January we held a fellow-
ship meal after a memorial service. As I looked around our fellowship hall, I watched as 

the family ate together, noticed the VFW and American Legion honor guard chatting, and 
generally felt a true sense of fellowship and sharing. These events are crucial in the heal-

ing process and I cannot imagine being the church without this wonderful team. Thank 
you so much for all you do!  

THANK  YOU  
I would like to thank all of the kitchen 

helpers and everyone who brought food 
and desserts for the John Partain funeral. 

It was greatly appreciated.  
      

     Sharon King,  Kitchen Coordinator  

WEDNESDAY EVENING  FELLOWSHIP  ð BY EDITH  HUENE 

The meals prior to Wednesday Bible study have been cancelled.  

SWEETHEART DINNER  ð BY SHARON KING 

Join us for our annual Sweetheart Dinner on February 10, 2018 at 6:00 PM. The signup 

sheet is on the event table outside of the Sanctuary. Babysitting will be provided if young 
couples would like to attend. Singles are welcome to bring a guest. The deadline for signup 

is February 4, 2018.  

I want to thank everyone who went with 

Prime Timers (formerly Fun Seekers) eagle 
watching and lunch at Pere Marquette 

Lodge. We enjoyed watching the eagles and 
afterward had a wonderful lunch and fel-

lowship. Everyone had a great time!  
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FROM THE PASTOR  
 

Acts  20:28  has been on my mind of lateé 

In this verse, Paul says òKeep watch over 

yourselves and over all the flock, of which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 

to shepherd the church of God that he 

obtained with the blood of his own Son.ó 

This powerful statement acts as a re-

minder that the Church is not made of 

human hands nor owned by us, but has 

been created, bought and paid for by the 

blood of Christ. When we allow the 

Church (regardless of denomination) to 

become a club amongst clubs, we abdi-

cate or give up our position as òoverseersó 

of the flock.  

  

In a recent meeting with the Ministerial 

Alliance, stories were told to me of things 

the churches used to do in the local com-

munity. But at the end of the stories, 

there was a sadness present. Why? Be-

cause at the conclusion of each story was 

the sad realization that the churches in 

our community were no longer providing 

the spiritual leadership we should be tak-

ing on. And that leads us to the here and 

nowé 

  

In speaking with other pastors of the Alli-

ance there was an initial agreement that 

we, Christõs universal Church, need to re-

take a leading role in our communities. 

Itõs not enough to sit back and work on 

local programming; we must reach out to 

our neighbors to help repair the broken-

ness that can be found in our cities and 

towns. That work, for us, begins here in 

Carlyle. The next time the Ministerial Alli-

ance meets, we will determine some basic 

approaches to correcting this brokenness. 

We will be speaking with various civic 

leaders to determine òwhat ails usó and 

how we can address the issues with more 

than a Band -aid approach. Donõt get me 

wrong; we all individually do great things. 

But we can do more if we work together 

for the common good of our neighbors.  

  

Look for more in the coming days as we 

reach out as a Church to do our part of 

Godõs planéto òlove God with all our 

hearts, minds, soul and strengthó and to 

òlove our neighbors as ourselves.ó Letõs 

roll up our sleeves and flex some Holy 

Spirit muscle!  

  

-Pastor Steve  
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TREASURER OVERVIEW FOR 2017 ð BY CAROL JOHNSON 
 

Greetings to all and a Happy New Year for 2018.  

As Treasurer for the FUMC,  I want to give an overview for 2017 finances and other activity 

during the year.  To move forward, it is always good to look back and know where you came 

from.  The year ended on a very HIGH NOTE.  To  God be the Glory ,  his Church is once again 

a 5 -Star Church made possible by each and every one of us. This means that we paid the Ap-

portionments in full and fulfilled all Mission obligations.  The January 2018 Current Magazine 

has a very good explanation of what makes a 5 -Star church. (A good read). As I stated last year, 

we are blessed to have the freedom to worship God in this historic Methodist Church which is 

now nearing 147 years old.  

In December 2016,  a church member attended the Ad Council meeting with a serious question 

òWhat can we do to improve the performance of this church?ó  ò By that I mean worship ser-

vices, outreach, ministering to people and growing enrollmentó.   They were very serious con-

cerns and rightfully so,  we all knew what they meant.  I sincerely believe that God was listen-

ing and put the Holy Spirit to work because as of now the church has made a  big comeback 

and I don't see it slacking off any time soon.  For example,  at one point the average attendance 

per Sunday was 75 -80 people and today the average attendance is back up to 100 -105 and 

growing. On one Sunday there were 123 in attendance.   I have seen several new faces that I 

haven't seen in a very long time and other folks who are new to the church attendance,  so this 

is very good.  

Pastor Dean who was a very good pastor, came to the Church in 2016 knowing this was to be 

his last church before he retired.   I am certain he gave much thought to the member's concern 

and prayed to God about what decision he needed to make.  He got his answer because he let 

the Ad Council know in March that he would be taking his retirement at the end of June, 2017.  

The DS was in the process of finding the Carlyle FUMC a new pastor.    Also during this time, a 

member of the church, Dala Lawrence was now a Certified Lay Minister.  In the Spring, she 

went before a committee of ordained ministers to conclude the process for a Certified Lay Min-

ister.  The DS  appointed Dala to the St John's Methodist Church in Brighton, IL.  In June, the 

church congregation gave Dala a farewell reception, monetary gift and wonderful sendoff to her 

new appointment.  

When July came, we welcomed our new Pastor,  Steve Barrett and his family.  As he spoke to 

the Ad Council the first night that we met,  I knew that he was a leader.  He spoke of ideas and 

thoughts he had for the church, especially the children and as I listened to him make his pres-

entation,  I knew that God had answered our prayers and we had to be willing to work and 

support him in all ways possible.  There was a major decision that the Trustees and Board had 

to make.  Pastor Steve said the parsonage was not large enough for his family and that he and 

his wife decided to purchase a home in Breese, IL.  Well this took some by surprise,  but I be-

lieve this was a blessing to behold.   There was no housing allowance since Pastor Steve said he 

and his wife made this decision and he would stand on this principle.  In November, the par-

sonage was rented out and the decision was made that the funds from the rental would pay the 

church utilities (gas, electric and water) and this is very good.  

Now moving back to the finances of the church.  The TOTAL income for the year was $163,411 

which was ($119,293) in the General Fund and  ($44,118) from Other Income.    Total Ex-

penses were $171,531 and exceeded Income by $8,120.  The budget was not a balanced budget 

in the beginning, so this is no surprise.  Going forward to 2018,  the Finance Committee ap-

WORDS FROM THE HEART 
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proved a balanced budget.  Pastor Steve recommended some changes with Special Offerings 

and Missions both being removed from the GF budget.  These changes were adopted by the Fi-

nance Committee and  Ad Council.  Special Offerings will still be taken and go to Missions and 

Ministries as usual.  Also,  utilities were moved to the Building Fund budget since this is where 

the rental revenue is posted.  This allowed for a more structured and balanced GF budget.  

The Building Fund Total Revenue was  $21,036 and Expenses were $20,718 .  Income ex-

ceeded expenses by $819.   We now have 2 rental properties and  rental payments are current.  

The Building Fund has a  balance of $ 5,385  and in good standing.  

With the bull market, 2017 was a great year to invest  money.   In January 2017  the Edward 

Jones Investment balance opened at  $107,325.16. At year end  the balance closed at  

$108,818.73.  The increase for the year was $ 6,360 or a 6.0% rate of return.   In June, we had 

to make a withdrawal of $5,000 which is reflected in the total balance and defined as follows:  

We found that we needed to make a withdrawal of $5,000. With the interest, we received  

$5,049.   This money was used to pay  $1,034.65 for Pastor Dean and Dala Lawrence expenses 

at Annual Conference,   $2,283.35 paid for Pastor Steve's moving expense,  $205.19 paid for a 

new office chair for Pastor Steve and lastly, we needed  $1,000 to cover expenses in September 

because of a cash flow crunch.  The remaining balance in the Bequest Account is $525.81.  
This is important to know,  because as soon as possible, this $5,000 should be returned 

to the investments.    There will surely come a time when we need to draw down on this money 

again.  We often forget where this money  came from.  It  came from persons who loved this 

church so much they wanted to make certain to leave a sum of money that could be used to 

help sustain the life of the church . It was certainly true this year.  I was very grateful we had 

the money to draw down on.    

Now lets review the Fundraisers .  The total net receipts were $9,170 for 5 fundraisers as 
follows:  

 Chicken Noodle Dinner net receipts were $ 1,645.   This fell short of the receipts in 2016 

when they were $2,700.  This year we served around 200+ people back in 2016, we served over 

420 people.  When they heard once again after many years, that in 2016 we were serving 

homemade noodles, they came from far and near.  There is just something about the 

òHomemadeó no matter if it is cookies, cakes, pies or noodles.  However, in 2017, a  decision 

was made to use the Amish noodles and they were very good.  We just didn't have the people to 

make the homemade noodles.  To make this many batches by a few older people is just to big 

job and to much to ask.  Also, the chicken noodle dinner ran into some dire circumstances.  

The weather conditions were not good on this April day.  First, it rained and rained and nearly 

everywhere you went was flooded,  couldn't hardly get to the dinner because of the water.   

Than the dinner was held on a Sunday instead of the usual Saturday and it conflicted with an-

other church dinner.   Timing and planning is so very  important.  

 Did you know it only takes 6 eggs, 2 ½ pounds of flour,  6 Tbls of water,  1 ½  tsp salt and  1 

½ tsp  baking powder to make a batch of noodles for one chicken. Just combine ingredients, 

roll them out and  cut in strips and let them dry. Nothing fancy.  Would need about 60 

batches.   Do you think we could do it?  I don't know.  Something to think about.  

The Pork Chop Dinner net receipts were $1,296 and the net receipts for the Soup and 

Chili dinner were $999.   Receipts for both dinners fell short of 2016 - the Smoked Pork 

Chop was $1,928 and the Chili -Soup was $1,339.   I am sharing this and referring back to 

2016 to remind us of what we can to improve on the fundraiser in 2018.  There is a lot of hard 

work that goes into these dinners and they are important to the church, so we must plan 
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menus, schedule the event and sell tickets to boast sales.  

The 4 th  fundraiser was the Craft Bazaar.  This year it netted $2,730.     In 2016 the net 

receipts were $1,778 so this was a $950 increase over last year so this good.  

The 5 th  fundraiser was the Cookie Sale.  The receipts were $2,500.   In 2016 the net re-

ceipts were $4,065.  It was initially decided not to hold the Cookie Walk in 2017.  There is so 

much work to this project and finding people to bake 12 dozen cookies is not easy.   In 2016, 

there were 1,350 dozen (16,200) homemade cookies.  What we didn't realize was how many 

people loved to get these cookies.  They loved the idea of selecting their own cookies with so 

many different varieties.  So in  2017 they started to call and inquire about the cookies.  Their 

requests generated the idea late to bake enough cookies by a few people so that approximately 

600 dozen or 7,200 cookies were baked and sold in 100 buckets.  Certainly not an easy task 

but one the Church is very grateful for.  

 So for 2018,  we need to pray about the fundraisers.  How important are they to each of us 

and what part do we want to volunteer our time, service and support for these projects.  We are 

always open to new ideas,  but any idea needs to be thought through, researched, and deter-

mined if the outcome is going to be worth the effort.  My thought is if I can't do it well, I don't 

want to do it at all.  I have some thoughts on this matter but will hold them until we get into 

planning for 2018.  This being said, the Chicken Noodle Dinner is now planned for Saturday,  

March 10 th . 

Another project this year was the mitten tree at Christmas and the opportunity to collect gifts 

and present them to a needy family in our community.   There are a lot of needy people and to 

help them have a wonderful Christmas is our Christian thing to do.  Likewise, the mittens from 

the mitten tree were a welcome gift for many children I am sure after the cold winter that we 

have seen this year.  

The money needed to fulfill the Fellowship Hall project was ($10K) and it has now been raised.   

Therefore plans are in process to replace the floor and upgrade and beautify the fellowship hall 

soon.  

Special Offerings in 2017 were $6,830  ($1,945 for Easter,  $2,392 for Thanksgiving and 

$2,493 for Christmas). These offerings were or will be allocated to the intended purpose of mis-

sions and ministry.  

2017 was a very interesting year.  We accomplished more than I ever thought we could.  We 

came together and each of us made a difference.  God answered a lot of prayers.  We prayed for 

a leader for the church and we got one,  Pastor Steve.  Someone who is God Centered with a lot 

of energy and ambition and full of new ideas.  He brings forth very interesting messages each 

Sunday and  on Special occasion.  We prayed about the Apportionments and we managed to 

pay them in full.  This was a very big accomplishment and one that we should all feel very good 

about.  

As I said in the beginning,  attendance is up,  new faces (old and new) are once again being 

seen in church.   We have a new Ad Council Leader,  Jim McClaren who is already doing an ex-

cellent job.  Looking forward to working with him.  The Ad Council meetings are always open to 

anyone who would like to attend,  come and join us anytime on the second Thursday of the 

month at 6 PM.  There is always a lot of discussion about  matters of the church.  2018 looks 

like a busy year,  so lets all put our hats on and get to work for God.  

God is good all the time,  all the time God is good.     God's Blessing for 2018.  

Carol Johnson , Treasurer  

WORDS FROM THE HEART 
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VOLUNTEERS FOR FEBRUARY 
    

February 4, 2018 
5th Sunday  

after Epiphany  

  
  

February 11, 2018 
Transfiguration Sunday 

  
  

February 14, 2018 
Ash Wednesday 

  
  

February 18, 2018 
1st Sunday in Lent 

  
  

February 25, 2018 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

MORNING  MESSAGE Rev. Steven C. Barrett Rev. Steven C. Barrett Rev. Steven C. Barrett Rev. Steven C. Barrett Rev. Steven C. Barrett 

MUSICIAN David Wilton David Wilton David Wilton David Wilton David Wilton 

LITURGIST Kathy Beckemeyer Edith Huene Carol Johnson Kathy Beckemeyer Edith Huene 

CHILDRENΩS  MOMENT Pauletta Goodin Alison Davison  Kay Barrett Ami Shanafelt 

USHERS Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

MULTI-MEDIA Sherry White Jerry Harris Sherry White Jerry Harris Sherry White 

SOUND TECH Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

CAMCORDER Randy Voss Volunteer Needed Jerry Harris Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

NURSERY Linda Masulla Linda Masulla Linda Masulla Linda Masulla Linda Masulla 

NURSERY  ASSISTANT Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

OFFERING  COUNTERS 
Vicky Geest 
Bob Saatkamp 

Vicky Geest 
Bob Saatkamp 

Vicky Geest 
Bob Saatkamp 

Vicky Geest 
Bob Saatkamp 

Vicky Geest 
Bob Saatkamp 

VOLUNTEERS FOR MARCH 
    

March 4, 2018 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

  
  

March 11, 2018 
4th Sunday in Lent 

  
  

March 18, 2018 
5th Sunday in Lent 

  
  

March 25, 2018 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

MORNING  MESSAGE Rev. Steven C. Barrett Rev. Steven C. Barrett Rev. Steven C. Barrett Rev. Steven C. Barrett 

MUSICIAN David Wilton David Wilton David Wilton David Wilton 

LITURGIST Carol Johnson Kathy Beckemeyer Edith Huene Carol Johnson 

CHILDRENΩS  MOMENT Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

USHERS Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

MULTI-MEDIA Jerry Harris Sherry White Jerry Harris Sherry White 

SOUND TECH Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

CAMCORDER Randy Voss Volunteer Needed Jerry Harris Volunteer Needed 

NURSERY Linda Masulla Linda Masulla Linda Masulla Linda Masulla 

NURSERY  ASSISTANT Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

 OFFERING  COUNTERS 
Vicky Geest 
Bob Saatkamp 

John White 
Phyllis Rahm 

John White 
Phyllis Rahm 

John White 
Phyllis Rahm 

ATTENDANCE REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2017 AND JANUARY 2018 
 12/3 12/10 12/17 12/24 1/7 1/14 1/21 1/28 12/31 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN 10 11 11 0 5 7 7 7 0 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 2 3 2 0 2 3 2 3 1 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ADULTS 17 15 15 15 10 13 13 13 13 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

WORSHIP 93 87 107 88 73 79 80 99 82 
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2/11 Daniel Behrens 

2/14 Terri Haake 

2/23 Jen Casey 

2/23 Kody Henkel 

2/26 Deane Buckingham 

3/9 Kaylee Reynolds 

2/1 Kayla VonBurg 

2/5 Dick Koehler 

2/5 Frances Koehler 

2/1 Lucy Buchele 

2/1 Camilla Zurliene 

2/2 Debbie Cohoon 

2/2 Bret Henkel 

2/2 Jacqueline Kruep 

2/3 Joe Folen 

2/5 Stephanie Johnson 

2/5 Harlin Kramer 

2/5 Quinn Zurliene 

2/7 Tyler Guthrie 

2/7 Carolyn Jones 

2/8 Frank Buckingham 

2/9 Karen Jones 

2/12 Bill Ross Jr. 

2/14 Alex Voss 

2/15 Sue Hedrick 

2/17 David Cohoon 

2/18 Doris Wells 

2/19 Brian Hansen 

2/21 Geoff Jones 

2/26 Barbara Casey 

2/27 Tom Kerwin 

2/28 Christopher Barrett 

2/28 Jane Buchele 

2/28 Nathan Wilkins 

3/1 Alec Bassen 

3/1 Rob Courtial 

3/1 Tony Hempen 

3/1 Jeremy Hustedde 

3/3 Mary Leis 

3/3 Stacy Smith 

3/4 Penny Behrens 

3/4 Helen Fee 

3/5 Savannah Barrett 

3/5 Alex Johnson 

3/9 Donald Hustedde 

2/23 Kyle & Ashley Johnson 

3/4 Tom & Mary Leis 

3/8 Andy & Michelle Diekemper 

2/8 Tom & Mary Frerker 

2/9 Wayne & Barbara Schnake 

2/12 David & Debbie Cohoon 
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SPECIAL DATES IN  FEBRUARY 
Å African-American History Month  
Å Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 11, 2018  
Å Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018  
Å Valentineõs Day, February 14, 2018  
Å First Sunday in Lent, February 18, 2018  
Å Presidents Day, February 19, 2018  

Å Second Sunday in Lent, February 25, 2018   

Pastor: Rev. Steven C. Barrett 

Cell Phone: (618) 567-0629 

Email: rev.steve.barrett@gmail.com 
 

Available Church Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM; 12:30 - 4:00 PM 

Phone: (618) 594-2051 
Email: carlylefumc@gmail.com  

Website: carlylefumc.org 

WORDS FROM THE HEART 
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